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Introduction
Once again, this paper proved generally accessible to candidates across the ability range. 
The additional 15 minutes seems to improve the quality of some responses (more thinking 
time) and to reduce the number of non-completed scripts.  There remain a proportion of 
candidates who still write more than the space provided within the answer booklet.  For 
many this is an insecure tactic, leaving them short on time to complete the rest of the 
questions.   Candidates should be reminded not to write ‘more of the same’, but always to 
be concise and succinct wherever possible.  They should also be reminded to only focus on 
the question set.

As in previous series Question 2 (‘Coasts’) and Question 4 (‘Rebranding’) were by far the 
most popular and Question 3 (‘Unequal Spaces’) the least. 

Performance was mixed but with very few examples of candidates committing rubric 
offences, e.g. two questions from either Question 1 + Question 2, or using the wrong 
resource to answer a question.   Again, there were some outstanding results at the top-end 
and centres and their candidates are to be congratulated.

It is still pleasing to note that one area of continued improvement is the quality of responses 
associated with the 15 mark fieldwork and research questions.   The majority of centres 
seem to be gaining a better understanding of the demands of this part of the exam.  It was 
evident that many schools are using past papers, mark schemes and other assessment-
focused resources to help prepare candidates.  Many centres are using the specification as a 
way of signposting their way through the fieldwork, being more careful to match what they 
do with what should be done.  Many candidates are also recognising more fully the role of 
‘research’, with some candidates explaining how it is a necessary pre-cursor (e.g. to ‘profile’ 
an area) before embarking on the actual fieldwork itself.  However there was some evidence 
in this series of candidates writing what appeared to be pre-rehearsed responses, which in 
many instances were not specifically answering the question set.  Candidates must be able 
to respond clearly and carefully to the fieldwork and research question set, and not drift off 
at a tangent which is only of limited relevance (just because they had been out there and 
done that piece of fieldwork).

The fieldwork and research questions are an opportunity for candidates to showcase 
appropriate fieldwork and research that they have carried out or discussed. It is pleasing 
to see the range of techniques attempted and the sources consulted in this work. Many 
candidates have an absolute armoury of fieldwork options and research resources at their 
disposal. As in previous series, the very best responses were able to describe accurately 
the group or individual fieldwork they had done linked to real locations. Weaker candidates 
became lost in case study information not focusing on the sources from which this data had 
come.  Lists of fieldwork techniques can only gain a limited amount of marks and it is the 
use of these techniques in an investigation that the questions often require.  

Unfortunately some candidates again seemed to be caught-out by questions which asked 
them about post-fieldwork, i.e. results and conclusions.  Remember that questions may not 
always focus solely on the planning and execution of fieldwork and research, but could also 
be focused on:(i) a description of the methods used to present and analyse the data and; 
(ii) a description of the results, conclusions and how the work was evaluated.

As stated in previous reports, the part (a) questions are always about responding to the 
resources which have been provided.  Rehearsing how to respond to photographs, data 
and maps are really important skills to encourage prior to taking the exam (e.g. by using 
these resources as starters at the beginning of lessons), allowing candidates to deal with 
patterns, trends and anomalies.  It is also very important that candidates establish whether 
the task is one of description or explanation, or both (e.g. a 'comment on' type question). 
It is certainly not a place to deliver detailed or wide-ranging case studies.  Some candidates 
were restricted to Level 1 in the part (a) of some questions as they completely disregarded 
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the resource.  

The final group of exam questions are those in which candidates are encouraged to use a 
range of examples or case study information to support their responses.  These often yield 
the weakest responses as they are written with only limited depth of knowledge and / or 
range of detail. Choosing the most appropriate case study or examples is very important 
and can in itself lead to success or failure. There are sometimes options in terms of MDC 
or LDC, rural or urban, economic, social and environmental. These questions often ask for 
examples which can mean types, schemes or named places.  Often key words occur in these 
questions, such as (in this case) strategies, spectrum, marginalised, and catalyst. Such 
technical terms are important and almost always will come directly from the specification.
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Question 1 (a)

There were a pretty polarised set of responses here with some candidates spotting variance, 
frequency, categories, etc while others preferred to write generally about weather hazards 
often drifting into case study territory.  The request for examples drew mainly upon flood 
and drought scenarios. Consideration of the ‘help with understanding’ aspect was often 
ignored and this was a requirement to access the highest marks.  Note that the diagram 
used for this resource was adapted from an Edexcel PowerPoint which supports the unit and 
can be freely downloaded from the Edexcel website.
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This candidate has tried to get to the focus of the question, i.e. 
'help understand' different types of extreme weather.

Examiner Comments
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Question 1 (b)

This was again a question which drew a wide range of answers. Weaker responses focused 
too much on a ‘what we did’ approach, not fully explaining how data was measured or 
collected. Others had a prepared shopping list of fieldwork tasks and research sources 
which were crudely implemented, paying limited regard to the specific question asked.  The 
planning focus of the question was responded to by many, but was often limited to ideas 
about timing and basic location (site and situation would have been useful considerations). 
Excellent answers linked their investigations to the passing of a depression or the 
integration of field and research activities. Of particular note was the good use of technology 
in some responses, e.g. use of specific weather apps for recording information.   Some 
candidates would have benefited from knowing the specific terminology associated with 
naming types of equipment, e.g. anemometer rather than 'wind speed thing'.  There are lots 
of opportunities for good research linked to weather diaries, e.g. getting local and regional 
data from websites such as 'weatherunderground'.
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This is a high quality response (Level 4) where 
the candidate has successfully described both the 
planning aspects (i.e. weather station set-up) as 
well as the process of recording the weather diary.

Examiner Comments

Candidates must think carefully about how they 
will address all parts of the exam question, i.e. 
fieldwork, research, plan and completion.  Use of 
technical terminology and vocabulary is important.

Examiner Tip
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Question 1 (c)

This was answered well by most candidates with hurricanes being the most popular 
choice and well learned by many.  Unfortunately, some candidates gave too much on the 
impacts (case study: e.g. what happened in Katrina), rather than the causes and therefore 
missed the focus of the question.  There was some poor knowledge displayed about some 
extreme weather events, and a failure to link to how they cause high winds, rain etc. 
Droughts tended to be more weakly covered and less well understood in general. Floods 
were perhaps a more difficult choice, with some of the weaker candidates not mentioning 
meteorological causes at all. Depressions, when mentioned in the context of this question, 
were poorly understood. A number of floods were covered, especially Boscastle, but here 
geomorphologic and human causes were mentioned - there seemed little knowledge of the 
meteorology.
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This extract from a response includes a good, 
clear description of how a hurricane is caused.

Examiner Comments
Candidates who haven't got the knowledge 
for this kind of question are liable to waffle 
and so achieve Level 1 marks only.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (a)

Various aspects of this diagram were explained by candidates, though few answered the 
question in its entirety, i.e. understand choice of coastal management strategy.  The 
most popular approach was to suggest that this was a cost benefit device and then go 
on to look at each of the four types of coastal defence and locate examples.  There were 
good examples from the Dorset, Norfolk and Yorkshire coastlines.  Others looked at two 
contrasting types and explained these in more detail.  There was a tendency for some 
candidates just to write about different types of coastal defences without linking them to 
the resource, i.e. a hard vs soft engineering type of approach - linked to examples.  Dubai 
doesn't seem to deliver as a case study of coastal management in the context of this 
question.
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This is a Level 3 response, which considers the idea of 
choice.  It also uses examples (places) to support the answer.

Examiner Comments

Examiners would normally expect answers to 
questions which start 'using examples' to discuss 
examples of places / stretches of coast.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (b)

There was some loss of focus on coastal management by some candidates who strayed 
into development and even ‘rebranding’ issues. Carrying out fieldwork and research in one 
location (perhaps on the same occasion) for both Question 2 and Question 4 may be a good 
way to manage the fieldwork, but is confusing for some candidates unless they can see 
how to use it in different ways.  A wide range of investigative work was seen and ‘planning’ 
was addressed often in ideas such as comparing what happened over time (current 
fieldwork, photos, maps, Google earth, websites, versus earlier evidence) or by choosing 
differing types of coastal defence to study. There were some excellent responses to a quite 
demanding question. Unfortunately there was also some evidence that, regardless of the 
question, candidates gave a 'stock' response that was not directed towards the focus set.   
Again, some candidates drifted into a case study, which did not form part of the answer 
required.  The response did not require a comment on the success of coastal management 
schemes.
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This is a detailed response, where research was 
used to inform the candidate about the place 
before they went off and did any fieldwork.  

Examiner Comments It is a good idea to have a glossary of technical 
language that can be used to support both 
fieldwork and research.  A lack of detail 
especially in terms of the fieldwork ('we did 
surveys') does not score many marks.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (c)

Candidates did tend to achieve the best marks when they used 2-3 case studies, developed 
in reasonable depth and supported by realistic facts and figures.  'Examples' in the question 
stem was intended to refer to places, as well as specific examples of economic costs and 
benefits.  There obviously had to be a focus on both economic costs and benefits, but the 
mark scheme also allowed reward for candidates who considered environmental costs as 
well. Holderness and Boscombe were common and major coastal developments such as 
Dibden Bay and Dubai were also described.
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This candidate really looks at economic costs and benefits.  
Clear ideas are developed around two good locations. This is a 
very strong response.

Examiner Comments

It is often a good approach, in terms of developing 
ideas to support a question, to use 2-3 well developed 
mini-case studies.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3 (a)

Candidates answering this question gained from having marks for simple description, 
although few covered all areas. Other reasons for educational variation varied from the 
perceptive (immigrants that don’t speak English or poor families with low aspirations) to the 
inaccurate (no buses to school etc).  Some schools had clearly practised using these kinds 
of resources. This was a strategy that paid dividends for many. 
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This is a full and succinct answer using the 
resource to inform about the inequalities shown.  
The candidate uses their own knowledge and 
understanding to help 'suggest reasons'. 

Examiner Comments

Maps at various scales are often key resources 
when exploring inequality. 

Examiner Tip
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Question 3 (b)

There were some good ideas about factors leading to marginalisation here, but 
some candidates were let down by the fact that they had limited depth of detail about more 
than one place, or just tended to write too generally, e.g. in 'rural place like Norfolk they 
have only one bus an hour'.  These kind of shallow responses were typically top of Level 
1 or bottom of Level 2.  The question was probably answered better on rural than urban 
areas, where issues such as unemployment, house prices, poor transport, shop closure 
etc were often well documented and exemplified. Urban answers often seemed a lot more 
general and did not always address the marginalisation issue clearly. Answers tended to be 
based on whole cities rather than on neighbourhoods.
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This is a very strong response that was awarded marks at the 
top of Level 3.  A good depth of detail was displayed by the 
candidate.

Examiner Comments
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Question 3 (c)

Some fieldwork was only partially relevant or appropriate to the question, and again 
simply writing a prepared account may help gain a pass, but it will not enable a good 
score. There was a lack of more technical fieldwork language, e.g. transect, sampling etc; 
candidates must refer to which newspaper, street name or website they use. This was quite 
a demanding question and the request to identify patterns in inequality was a further aspect 
that candidates did not always answer. Those who compared two locations within one city 
often found this a more straightforward task. There were some good urban case studies of 
Birmingham, Manchester, East London and some south coast resorts.
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There is some good research in this initial paragraph to set the 
context for the enquiry.

Examiner Comments
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This response looks at patterns and a good range of fieldwork 
is considered in an urban area. The research is relevant.  The 
answer just gets into Level 4.

Examiner Comments
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Question 4 (a)

The diagram gave candidates plenty of ideas to respond to, but many simply wrote a 
prose version of the information seen, not fully answering the question which was ‘why’.  A 
number of candidates made the mistake of using urban, rather than rural, examples in an 
attempt to exemplify their response.  Discussion about London 2012 was unfortunately 
quite common in some responses. There seems an underlying feeling that students do not 
like having to use rural data, and would prefer to study only urban rebranding.
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This is a Level 3 response which uses the figure successfully.  There 
is not quite enough 'why' to access the top of the band.

Examiner Comments
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Question 4 (b)

Most successful responses to this question seemed to use 2-3 well developed urban case 
studies, including a good depth of data and detail.  One common weakness was that the 
planned focus on visitors (instead of general regeneration) was soon forgotten by many. 
There were some interesting locations, e.g. Ludlow food town, Manchester for striking 
architecture, Liverpool - city of culture and of course the 2012 London Games.
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This is a Level 3 response which gives good factual detail and 
sometimes focuses on visitors.  There are, however some aspects of 
regeneration that move away from the visitor experience.

Examiner Comments
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Question 4 (c)

One again, candidates need to be encouraged to use more technical language/vocabulary to 
support their descriptions of fieldwork and research.  Unfortunately some candidates wrote 
about the success of rebranding, rather than the need, which would typically limit them to 
Level 2 marks as a maximum since their responses remained unfocused.  Other candidates 
focused their efforts of mainly describing results, rather than on the need for rebranding.  
Others sadly drifted into 'case-study' mode. This perhaps demonstrated the danger of pre-
learning responses in anticipation of 'set' questions.  Some discussed at length fieldwork in 
places that had been rebranded e.g. Denbies Vineyard, rather than looking at whether they 
needed to be rebranded.
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This is a Level 4 response with a good range of appropriate fieldwork and research 
linked to the focus of the question.  Good place details also support the answer.

Examiner Comments
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This is another well written, top-band answer. It has a focus on 
the 'need' for rebranding and there are good details of fieldwork 
in places, e.g. land-use survey.

Examiner Comments
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Paper Summary
Please refer to previous Principal Examiners’ reports on suggestions for improving candidate 
performance.  Centres are also reminded to make full use of the Unit 2 presentations and 
example work that are available on the Edexcel website and Edexcel Communities. 
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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