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Introduction
Once again, this paper proved generally accessible to candidates across the ability range. 
The additional 15 minutes seems to improve the quality of some responses (more thinking 
time) and to reduce the number of non-completed scripts.  There remain a proportion of 
candidates who still write more than the space provided within the answer booklet.  For 
many this is an insecure tactic, leaving them short on time to complete the rest of the 
questions.   

As in previous examination series Question 2 (‘Coasts’) and Question 4 (‘Rebranding’) were 
by far the most popular and Question 3 (‘Unequal Spaces’) the least.  

Performance was mixed and there were very few examples of candidates committing rubric 
offences, e.g. two questions from either Question 1 + Question 2, or using the wrong 
resource to answer a question.   Again, there were some outstanding results at the top-end 
and centres and their candidates are to be congratulated. 

It is still pleasing to note that one area of continued improvement is the quality of responses 
associated with the 15 mark fieldwork and research questions.   The majority of centres 
seem to be gaining a better understanding of the demands of this part of the exam.  It was 
evident that many schools are using past papers, mark schemes and other assessment-
focused resources to help prepare candidates for the examination.  Many centres are 
using the specification as a way of signposting their way through the fieldwork, being 
more careful to match what they do with what should be done.  Many candidates are also 
recognising more fully the role of ‘research’, with some explaining how it is a necessary pre-
cursor (e.g. to ‘profile’ an area) before embarking on the actual fieldwork itself.  However 
there was some evidence in this series of candidates writing what appeared to be pre-
rehearsed responses, which in many instances were not specifically answering the question 
set.  Candidates must be able to respond clearly and carefully to the fieldwork and research 
question set, and not drift off at a tangent which is only of limited relevance (just because 
they had been out there and done that piece of fieldwork). 

The fieldwork and research questions are an opportunity for candidates to showcase 
appropriate fieldwork and research that they have carried out or discussed. It is pleasing 
to see the range of techniques attempted and the sources consulted in this work. Many 
candidates have an absolute armoury of fieldwork options and research resources at their 
disposal. As in previous series, the very best responses were able to describe accurately 
the group or individual fieldwork they had done linked to real locations. Weaker responses 
became lost in case study information not focusing on the sources from which this data had 
come.  Lists of fieldwork techniques can only gain a limited number of marks and it is the 
use of these techniques in an investigation that the questions often require.   

Unfortunately some candidates again seemed to be unprepared for questions which asked 
them about post-fieldwork, i.e. results and conclusions.  Remember that questions may not 
always focus solely on the planning and execution of fieldwork and research, but could also 
be focused on (i) a description of the methods used to present and analyse the data and 
(ii) a description of the results, conclusions and how the work was evaluated.

As stated in previous reports, the part (a) questions are always about responding to the 
resources which have been provided. Rehearsing how to respond to photographs, data and 
maps is a really important skill to encourage prior to taking the examination (e.g. by using 
these resources as starters at the beginning of lessons), allowing candidates to deal with 
patterns, trends and anomalies.  It is also very important that candidates establish whether 
the task is one of description or explanation, or both (e.g. a 'comment on' type question). 
It is certainly not a place to deliver detailed or wide-ranging case studies.  Some candidates 
were restricted to Level 1 marks in the part (a) of some questions are they completely 
disregarded the resource.   
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The final group of examination questions are those in which candidates are encouraged to 
use a range of examples or case study information to support their responses.  These often 
yield the weakest responses as they are written with only limited depth of knowledge and / 
or range of detail. Choosing the most appropriate case study or examples is very important 
and can in itself lead to success or failure. There are sometimes options in terms of MDC 
or LDC, rural or urban, economic, social and environmental. These questions often ask 
for examples which can mean types, schemes or named places.  Often key words occur in 
these questions such as, in this case, strategies, spectrum, marginalised, and catalyst. Such 
technical terms are important and almost always will come directly from the specification.
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Question 1 (a)

Many candidates were able to identify a range of impacts, both social and economic, in 
relation to variations in spring rainfall. In some cases however, these were perfunctory 
comments and were confined to hose pipe bans and flooding.  Some concentrated too much 
on the description of rainfall patterns without going into enough detail on the impacts, either 
social or economic.  Remember that impacts could be positive, e.g. selling more ice creams 
and "staycation". 

Others candidates were able to give a range of possible impacts in the context of a more 
detailed reference to the patterns shown on the diagram.

The following is a top Level 3 response.
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This is a very strong response with a good level of detail. 
The candidate also uses the resource to provide a framework for 
the 'comment on' instruction. The answer was awarded 10 marks.

Examiner Comments

'Comment on' are commonly used command words in this 
part of the examination paper.  Candidates are expected 
to blend an understanding of the resource with their own 
knowledge to provide a sensible geographical discussion.

Examiner Tip
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Question 1 (b)

This question mainly elicited responses whereby the candidates listed a number of notable 
extreme weather events.  In fact there was a lot of virtual re-writing / re-interpreting the 
question set rather than providing a credible response.  Some were able to cite a range of 
examples from a range of different locations. On another level, other candidates included 
comments on global warming and the increasing sophistication of technology which enables 
us to predict and measure aspects of extreme weather events. However, fewer candidates 
were able to identify specific sources of evidence.

This response was awarded marks towards the top of Level 3.
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This candidate tried to respond to the question set, so was able 
to access high marks.  Detailed knowledge and good geographical 
terminology are demonstrated.

The answer was awarded 9 marks.

Examiner Comments

This question is verbatim from the specification, but 
clearly for many candidates it came as a surprise; 
one that they had not prepared for.

Examiner Tip
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Question 1 (c)

On one level, candidates listed a range of fieldwork and research techniques with little 
reference to how people manage the impacts of extreme weather. At this same level, some 
neglected to refer to such techniques but wrote case studies of flood reduction/abatement 
schemes and in some instances in great detail. At another level, other candidates were able 
to detail the techniques at the same time as including details of their findings. In some of 
these cases there was extremely good use made of their own fieldwork studies showing 
a deeper level of knowledge of the various ways it is possible to reduce the impacts of 
extreme weather.
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This is a structured account which describes a balanced range of 
fieldwork and research. Techniques are discussed in a good level of 
detail and the fieldwork is also well tied to a place.

This is a Level 4 response which was awarded 14 marks.

Examiner Comments

Use of technical fieldwork / research language is always 
well rewarded in the 15 mark questions.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (a)

In many cases candidates referred to the amount of tourism in Photograph A and then 
went on to compare how each area is attractive to tourists. Basic points such as ‘mountain 
scenery’, ‘warm climate’ and ‘natural harbour’ were made to justify these different 
locations as ‘crowded’ with tourists.  Some however were able to see the different types of 
environment and to pick out detail such as the mangroves in Photograph A and the evidence 
of ‘variety of use’ in Photograph B. Pertinent points were fewer however and many made 
scant reference to most of the visible evidence.  So it was good use of evidence combined 
with a candidate's own knowledge and understanding which generally provided a recipe for 
a successful outcome. 

The following response was awarded Level 3 marks.
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This is a balanced Level 3 style of response which made use 
of both images. It is not an example of one of the very best 
answers,  but it is certainly competent and was awarded 8 marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2 (b)

In the responses to this question there was a wide appreciation of the factors that attract 
visitors to coastal areas and that sometimes these visitors become permanent residents 
etc. In some cases, candidates could also describe the positive multiplier to great effect. On 
this level many candidates elaborated about ‘nice weather’ and tourist attractions. Others 
showed more imagination and in some cases detailed knowledge. These candidates were 
more detailed in their answers and were able to show an awareness of a range of factors 
that can lead to economic and population growth in coastal areas.

A range of examples were used to discuss growth, including the Spanish Costas, Brighton, 
Blackpool and Bournemouth.  Some candidates, however, failed to provide either a range 
of factors or, more commonly, any depth of information about how they might be linked 
to growth.  Candidates who had more information to hand were, for example, able to 
quote historical growth rates in population which was pleasing to see.   Others however, 
sometimes drifted into a discussion of the advantages of population / economic growth, 
rather than the factors that had led to that growth.
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This Level 3 response uses Bournemouth as the main case 
study and was awarded 8 marks.

Examiner Comments

It is often a good idea to try and use 2 or 3 place examples in 
a response, each representing about a paragraph of writing.  
In this way examiners can see range as well as depth.

Examiner Tip
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This is another example of a response to Question 2(b).
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This is a very thoughtful and well-focused response.  It demonstrates 
excellent knowledge and a clear focus on the question set. It was 
awarded 10 marks; top of Level 3.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2 (c)

Simple lists of fieldwork and research techniques achieved less credit than those responses 
which were located and which identified specific methods and also described these in the 
context of detailed findings. On the ‘simple lists’ level some candidates were extremely 
vague and often referred to observational methods such as ‘we looked at the cliffs’ or ‘we 
would look at the beach’. Others were able to be more specific about method and included 
specific sources of information such as website addresses etc. Better responses were given 
by candidates who were able to describe their own fieldwork/research and use their own 
case study material to back up their answers.

This is a Level 4 response.
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This is a structured account describing a 
balanced range of fieldwork and research 
techniques, linked to rates of coastal erosion.  
It was awarded 14 marks.

Examiner Comments

It is always good to read about the details 
of locations where fieldwork was carried out and 
to see technical language linked to the survey 
work, e.g. ideas about sampling, being used.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3 (a)

In many cases candidates did not refer to the figure and gave broad ‘brush-stroke’ reasons 
and impacts in relation to the distribution of broadband speeds. These answers were, in 
the main, confined to factors such as less demand and fewer employment opportunities for 
those living in more rural areas. Lots of candidates recognised speed as being controlled 
by topography, investment, number of people etc, so reasons tended to be reasonably 
well developed.  Others were able to use the figures in the diagram within their answers 
and give a broader and more imaginative range of reasons and impacts in particular. Many 
candidates found it difficult, however, to see any possible impacts, other than stopping 
people working. 

This is a Level 3 response.
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The candidate makes links to the resource and suggests valid ideas 
of reasons and impacts. The answer was awarded 8 marks.

Examiner Comments

Candidates must always make reference to the figure 
when it is provided in this type of question.  Note the 
resource was based on speeds, rather than whether 
places actually had access to the internet.  

Examiner Tip
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Question 3 (b)

Many candidates’ responses were descriptive accounts of the downward spiral effect 
of de-industrialisation or the effect on a community of marginalisation due to ethnic 
concentrations etc. These showed that most candidates appreciate the processes i.e. 
the causes of inequalities. Fewer answers were able to concentrate on specific impacts 
on the lives of those who live in such areas. The word ‘impacts’ tended to get lost in the 
interpretation of the question.
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This response tries to explain how inequality leads to impacts on 
people in urban areas.  There is some exemplification, although 
it would need to be stronger to get to the top of Level 3. It was 
awarded 8 marks.

Examiner Comments

Candidates must always try to answer the whole of 
the question.  In 3(b) many candidates missed the 
'impacts' part of the question.  

Examiner Tip
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Question 3 (c)

On one level candidates saw this question as an opportunity to write a description of a 
scheme to reduce inequality without reference to any fieldwork or research methods. Some 
candidates know a great deal about such schemes but unfortunately failed to achieve a 
higher level of answer because of their reluctance to include any methods. Others chose 
to write in depth about the methods without paying attention to results. Striking a balance 
proved difficult for many. In other cases there were some excellent attempts and these 
showed a real appreciation of the aims of such schemes together with a real grasp of the 
methods which can be used by Geographers to assess the success, or otherwise, of these 
development initiatives.
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This is an answer which is strong on locational detail and shows a good 
range of research which is linked to the focus of the question.  Some 
results of fieldwork are also provided and there are some good approaches 
e.g. 'place check' and Egan Wheel.  It was awarded 13 marks; low Level 4.

Examiner Comments

Candidates need to focus on the results (which might 
include analysis and conclusions).  Pre-prepared 
responses often lack the necessary linkage to the exact 
question set.  

Examiner Tip
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Question 4 (a)

The majority of candidates were inclined to simply make a list of the reasons why each 
approach could be useful when investigating rural rebranding. At this level and in some 
cases, candidates were quite literal in their interpretation of the question and addressed 
each bullet point listed in Figure 4 by commenting on each of these in turn. Others 
neglected to refer to rural rebranding in their answers. At a higher level, some candidates 
were able to identify the limitations of each method (as well as their advantages) and to 
bring in other aspects to consider, such as the need for adequate sample sizes, for doing 
pilot surveys, the reliability of photographic equipment and the vagaries of the weather etc.

This is a solid Level 3 answer.
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Here, the candidate describes all three approaches and mostly 
links them to the context of rural rebranding.  The idea of 
'usefulness' is covered. The answer was awarded 9 marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 4 (b)

Some candidates were rather superficial in their answers and simply stated that some 
areas are ‘dirty’, ‘rundown’ or they are ‘littered’ without referring to the causes of this 
decay. Others restricted their answers to a generalised description of de-industrialisation 
and downward spirals without being specific and without stating either the environmental 
or economic factors responsible. Mostly these aspects were implied in the responses 
and were not explicit. However, some responses were very detailed and showed both an 
understanding of a variety of causes of decline and a knowledge of specific facts and figures 
in relation to the chosen locations. Also at this level candidates were able to tease out the 
economic from the environmental factors.

The response below achieved Level 3 marks.
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There are some good details of location which make this response 
characteristic of Level 3.  This candidate did not, as some 
candidates did, write about whether rebranding was successful or 
not. This answer was awarded 9 marks.

Examiner Comments

Many candidates simply did not have the breadth of knowledge 
required to cope with this question.   Some made the mistake of 
not always choosing urban, e.g. they wrote about rural areas in 
Cornwall (which could generate no credit as the question specifically 
requires urban).

Examiner Tip
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Question 4 (c)

This question produced an interesting range of responses, some of which were very 
competent at the top-end.  Many centres seem to be aligning their fieldwork in a sensible 
way so that candidates are well prepared. It is good to see use of data, e.g. facts and 
figures which were linked to results of questionnaires for example.  Some place / location 
confusion was shown by a handful of candidates, e.g. Eden Project in Somerset and 
Ipswich Docklands in London.  Some innovative ideas in fieldwork are being used, e.g. 360 
panoramas to evaluate places and also the use of websites such as Zoopla to get hold of 
geo-demographic data.  There was also some interesting research to find out about places, 
e.g. educationprofiler, ACORN profiles and ZOOPLA together with the use of 'epitome words' 
as a qualitative assessment of place and to help evaluate rebranding. 
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This is a good example of a Level 4 response which 
scored 14 marks.

Examiner Comments
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This is another strong Level 4 response.
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This answer is strong on fieldwork and research, although 
sometimes results / conclusions tend to be implied rather than 
explicit. The answer was awarded 14 marks.  For maximum 
marks at this level, examiners would expect a greater level of 
results to be detailed.

Examiner Comments
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This final example is a Level 2 response.

This response has a descriptive style with a recognisable area.  
However, results are missing so it cannot achieve more than 
Level 2 marks. This answer was awarded 7 marks.

Examiner Comments
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates should:

• be reminded not to write 'more of the same' but always be concise and succinct 
wherever possible

• read the questions carefully and focus on the actual question that has been set

• respond clearly and carefully to the research and fieldwork questions and not drift off at 
a tangent 

• prepare themselves for questions which ask about the results and conclusions of the 
fieldwork they have done

• make sure they know the meaning of technical terms mentioned in the specification

• make use of the Unit 2 presentations and example work that is available on the Pearson 
/ Edexcel website.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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