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Message from the Headteacher 

Welcome to the first edition of the year of Major News. Our first full week back in school has been extremely 
positive and it has been a delight to witness our pupils’ hard work, resilience, and enthusiasm both in lessons and 
around the school. 

As you are all aware, we have changed the timing of our school day this year and reverted back to a single break and 
lunchtime. There have been additional tills installed in the canteen to accommodate this and service is running really 
smoothly. Moving tutor time to the beginning of the school day has also had a really positive impact, as all pupils 
have the opportunity to touch base with their form tutor as their trusted adult being moving to lesson 1.  

Whilst punctuality in the mornings has generally been really pleasing, there are still a number of pupils regularly 
arriving late to school as they are going to the village to visit the shops before school starts. I would very much 
appreciate you discussing the importance of punctuality to school and to lessons throughout the school day with 
your child/children this weekend. 

Mr Francis sent you a communication last week regarding our revised rewards and sanction system. This is based 
around our three core school values of ambition, respect and kindness, which were agreed after extensive 
consultation with parents, pupils, staff and governors. We are extremely keen to work in partnership with all 
parents/carers and therefore request that you check Class Charts daily so you can keep track of your child’s positive 
and negative points, praise them for their plus points and discuss any negatives awarded for poor behaviour/choices. 
If you are experiencing any issues accessing ClassCharts please contact the school and we will be able to assist you. 
Pupils are rewarded at the start of each week for 100% attendance the week before and a positive behaviour record 
in the previous week. Please discuss your child’s conduct scores with them each weekend.  

Could I also please reiterate the key messages outlined in the next item in this newsletter regarding attendance. It is 
a key priority for us here at Llantwit Major School to ensure as high an attendance figure as possible. Please be 
advised we will not be authorising any holidays in term time and that our individual attendance target for pupils is 
100%. Pupils with an attendance target of 90% miss half a day of school per fortnight, a month of school per year 
and half a year of school during the five years of compulsory schooling. For pupils to attain their potential they need 
to be in school and in lessons learning, so I would very much appreciate parents/carers working with us to ensure 
excellent levels of attendance for all pupils. 

Week Beginning – Monday 9th Sep 2024 / Dydd Llun Medi 9 2024 Week 2 / Wythnos 2 

http://www.llantwitschool.org.uk/index.asp


 
 
If your child is experiencing any issues or concerns which are preventing them from attending school, early 
intervention is key. Contact details for all Progress Teams are included later in the newsletter- please make contact 
with the relevant staff so we can discuss how we may support your child in returning to school.  

Parents of Year 10 and Year 11 pupils should have received a communication yesterday regarding our Year 10 and 
Year 11 Parents’ Information Evenings. The Year 10 evening takes place next week, on the 18th September at 6pm 
and the Year 11 evening is the week after, 25th September at 6pm. The session will provide really important 
information regarding public examinations, key dates, expectations and the help and support available for your child. 
I would therefore urge all parents to attend. 

As ever, many thanks for your continued support and I trust you enjoy a relaxing weekend. 

 

Mrs C L Robins 

Headteacher/Pennaeth 
Llantwit Major School/ Ysgol Llanilltud Fawr  

 



 
 

Attendance = Achievement 

 

As parents with a child / children in our school, we are asking for your support in improving whole school attendance 
and punctuality.  

The problem - Since returning following COVID attendance in Wales’ schools has been lower than pre-pandemic 
levels. To ensure future success for our children it is essential that we build back up to our school’s previous positive 
attendance rates. The impact upon children’s education through lost learning is huge. It is vital that we make every 
school minute count, Attendance = Achievement!  

We urge you to ensure that your child is in school, and on time every day, to prevent them falling behind with their 
learning. Persistent cases where poor attendance and punctuality do not improve is considered neglect. Government 
departments track school attendance figures and an attendance of 90% or below is considered persistent absence. 
Failing to improve on this 90% can lead to prosecution, so we will continue to work tirelessly with you to help avoid 
this. 

What can you do as a parent/carer- There are things you can do to improve your child’s attendance and avoid falling 
into the persistent absence category: 

1. Talk to your child about the importance of them being in school and let them know how important you feel 
it is. 

2. Children are prone to coughs and colds. Please send them to school if they are experiencing mild symptoms. 
3. Do not take any holidays during term times – we will not authorise them. 
4. Keep up to date with what % attendance your child has so that you know if they are at risk of persistent 

absence. You can view this information on ClassCharts. 
5. Speak to your child’s form tutor or pastoral team if you have any concerns, contact details are provided later 

in this newsletter. 
 

We want to help families get their children to school every day and on time.  Here are some things you can try: 

• Help your child get everything they need for school ready the night before. 
• Ensure that your child goes to bed at a reasonable time, so they are not too tired to get up in the morning. 
• Ensure your child has a good night’s sleep by minimising their use of devices at bedtime. Establish a 

‘technology curfew’ time and take devices off them if necessary. 
• Set an alarm to allow plenty of time for your morning routine in getting your child to school on time. 

 

Punctuality is also highly important. Pupils who arrive late to school are not only losing learning but also disrupting 
the learning of others as they arrive late for lessons.   
Pupils do not like being late into school and lessons and are therefore difficult to get into class when they arrive late, 
being on time prevents this. 

 

 



 
 

Safeguarding 

 

 

 

If you have any safeguarding concerns you wish to discuss with the school, you can contact your child’s progress 
leader via the email links below. Alternatively, you can complete a Parent Safeguarding Reporting Form by clicking 
the following link:  

https://form.thesafeguardingcompany.com/5d3ec66a-3d3e-4e19-bbc8-325564c90cd8  

If, at any point, you believe there to be risk of immediate serious harm to a child in your community and you are 
unable to seek advice from the school you can contact the police or child social services directly:   
 
Vale of Glamorgan Child Social Services: 01446 725 202 
Cardiff Child Social Services: 029 2053 6490 
Bridgend Child Social Services: 01656 642320  
South Wales Police: 999 Emergency or 101 Non Emergency  
 

Year Group Staff & Contact Information 
 
Y7 Progress Leader – Miss R Jefferies 
Y7 Wellbeing Officer – Mrs S Cox 
Year7ProgTeam@llantwitschool.org.uk  
Y8 Progress Leader – Mr R Nunes 
Y8 Wellbeing Officer–  Miss L Evans 
Year8ProgTeam@llantwitschool.org.uk  
Y9 Progress Leader – Miss K Donaldson 
Y9 Wellbeing Officer – Mrs C Miles 
Year9ProgTeam@llantwitschool.org.uk  
Y10 Progress Leader – Miss J Knight 
Y10 Wellbeing Officer – Mr G Hall 
Year10ProgTeam@llantwitschool.org.uk  
Y11 Progress Leader – Mr K Francis 
Y11 Wellbeing Officer – Miss N Denscombe 
Year11ProgTeam@llantwitschool.org.uk  
 

https://form.thesafeguardingcompany.com/5d3ec66a-3d3e-4e19-bbc8-325564c90cd8
mailto:Year7ProgTeam@llantwitschool.org.uk
mailto:Year8ProgTeam@llantwitschool.org.uk
mailto:Year9ProgTeam@llantwitschool.org.uk
mailto:Year10ProgTeam@llantwitschool.org.uk
mailto:Year11ProgTeam@llantwitschool.org.uk


 
 

Safeguarding - Keeping your child safe online 

 

 



 
 

Safeguarding - Online Exploitation 

Information session for parents/carers of children aged 11-16 years around online criminal and sexual 
exploitation. 

Do you want to find out more about the current risks around online exploitation and how to safeguard your 
children? 

With rapidly developing technology and increasing exposure of children and young people to online 
platforms/content, the risks around exploitation are heightened.  
South Wales Police are offering engagement events for parents/carers via local secondary schools.  

Date: 15/10/2024 

Time: 6pm-7pm 

Location:  Microsoft Teams    Join the meeting now     Meeting ID: 352 076 035 226     Passcode: iqXerJ  

Dial in by phone  

+44 29 2105 5422,,973538989#  

Phone conference ID: 973 538 989#  

If you are joining the meeting via phone and do not wish to download the Microsoft Teams app, please select the 
‘dial in’ option. 

Please note, these events are focused on parents/carers, and we ask that children do not attend. 

For online events, please keep your camera and microphone off – there will be a chat function for questions. Please 
be mindful of any information shared within the chat and do not include any identifiable personal information about 
individual children. 

Please refer to the following poster for more information about the topics that will be covered. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_Nzc4NjVhNmUtZDA3NC00NTJkLWFhYTgtYjZjNjgxMWQwM2Jh%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22270c2f4d-fd0c-4f08-92a9-e5bdd8a87e09%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%227f472b8a-3689-410a-8f4b-b72523235492%22%7d
tel:+442921055422,,973538989


 
 

 

 



 
 

Behaviour & Wellbeing 

 

I would like to introduce myself as the newly appointed Behaviour and Wellbeing Manager for 
Llantwit Major School.  

I will be supporting pupils with their wellbeing and managing behaviour. With Mr Pascoe’s 
assistance I have re-launched the pupil running club. This occurs every Friday morning at 
7.20am, a nice early start to set us all up for day!  

I will also be leading the after-school pupil walking group.  
This will start on Tuesday 17th September and run fortnightly, at 3.10pm, and the route will 
take us down to Llantwit beach and back 

 

I believe that these groups will enhance resilience and benefit wellbeing. If your child is keen to join either group, 
please ask them to chat to me. 

I plan to make every child’s school experiences as enjoyable as possible. It has been a delight to meet Llantwit pupils 
and some parents / carers over the last fortnight and I look forward to working with you all to ensure the highest 
standards of wellbeing for our students here at Llantwit Major. 

Mr D Tomsa 

 

Maths Department 

 

LEGO Club 
The launch of our Lego club was extremely successful on Wednesday, with students from Year 7 to 11 working 
collaboratively with each other.  There was a huge amount of creativity going on and everyone enjoyed themselves. 

Students will be set various challenges on a weekly basis. This week was making a model using the step-by-step 
diagrams in the manuals provided to produce the expected model.   

Next week’s challenge will be to create a fidget spinner!  There is also a Google Classroom code to upload your 
amazing creations! Log on to Lego Creators: yoycwpl. 

We are always in need of extra Lego so if you have any that you no longer need, we would be extremely grateful 
for your donation which can be dropped into the schools main reception. 

 

 



 
 

History Department 

 

At the end of the summer holidays a member of the History department published a book! Dr Alter finally finished 
his biography on the British Prime Minister, William Pitt.  
 
According to Dr Alter, William Pitt was one of the greatest Prime Ministers Britain has ever had. The book took three 
years to complete and is the first of several volumes covering Pitt’s life. Mr Crocker and Mr Bell are mentioned in the 
book as Dr Alter says they were of great help.  

Dr Alter has promised to sign any copies of the book brought in to school. The book is available on Amazon. 

Well done Dr Alter and we wish you all the very best! 

 

 

 

English Department 

 

A-Level results day in August was a special day for the English Department as we were able to celebrate the fantastic 
results of our A Level English Literature students. In particular, Menna Wilson who achieved an A*, securing her 
place to study English Literature at Magdalen College, Oxford University. Menna’s exceptional talent for the subject 
is evident in the amazing exam results she achieved at both AS and A Level, being awarded full marks in four of the 
five units.  

As a department, we were lucky to teach such passionate and dedicated students, with 100% of the A Level 
Literature class continuing their study of literature at university.  

 



 
 

Welsh Department 

 

 

 



 
 

Sports 

 

A week in sport 
New Extra-curricular timetable 

 

 

Upcoming Fixtures: 

Monday the 16th Year 10 will be playing St Richard Gwyn away in the 
CVSFA cup.  

Tuesday the 17th year 9 football will be playing Bishop of Llandaff away in 
the Welsh cup.  

Tuesday the 17th year 8 will be playing Mary Immaculate at home in the 
CVSFA cup.  

Wednesday the 18th year 7 will be playing their first game of rugby 
against St Cyres away.  

Thursday the 19th Year 10 will be playing Plasmawr away in the Welsh 
cup.  

Thursday the 19th Year 9 will be playing Whitmore at home in rugby.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
Extra-curricular Rugby  

It was great to see so many returning pupils and new Year 7 pupils attending rugby club on Monday.  A reminder 
rugby club runs every Monday 3-4pm! 
Year 7 have an away game next Wednesday against St Cyres School, if you would like to play please attend on 
Monday. #teamllantwit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well done to year 9 pupil Nancy Thomas who competed at the Welsh Gymnastics 
Trampoline Championships yesterday in Cardiff Met University. For the second year 
running Nancy qualified as The TRA Welsh Champion Well done from all of us 
here at Llantwit school. #teamllantwit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/teamllantwit?__eep__=6&__tn__=*NK*F
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/teamllantwit?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXZcpNIEnEwhkBJ99bKR_oagyMvG9oSow620Yj-KXiQ3ARusxM2tWMMYwGexgoKbEhW-UmC3g_lfEgOapPMQ6-8uZDyItZvKfFaCZV9ffTQyz-5x0gW2ElpxqH7YjHokXkhyFk3KzQp7sQFTkz_VIekNHtukw0Ol7ONW4_-DCRB26xBxJQfrg0vsnx4POK9TYfBU5PYxwsvvO-VADQfHtGh&__tn__=*NK-R


 
 

Performing arts 

All Performing Arts Clubs will recommence from Monday 16th September 2024.  

This year’s school show will be announced in Drama Club on Thursday 19th September along with all information 
regarding auditions and rehearsals. New and existing members welcome are always welcome. If cast in a leading 
role, principle rehearsals are held on Fridays 3:00pm-4:00pm.   

Please note that Drama Club will now run on Thursday 3:00pm - 4:30pm.  

 

 

Student Voice Matters 

As part of our commitment to ensuring our pupils voices are heard regarding school improvement, we are currently 
recruiting for our Student Council.  

This year we are also launching a Diversity Council who will work with leaders to ensure a positive inclusive 
environment for all our learners.  

Applications can be made via your child’s pastoral google classroom.  Applications close 9am 16th September. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

School Calendar – upcoming events 

 

Week Beginning – Monday 16 September 2024 /  
Dydd Llun Medi 16 2024 

Week 3 
Wythnos 3 

Monday 16th September / 
 Dydd Llun Medi 16 

 

Tuesday 17th September /  
Dydd Mawrth Medi 17 

 

Wednesday 18th September /  
Dydd Mercher Medi 18 

Y11 GSCE Geography Field Trip 
Y10 Open Evening – 6pm 

Thursday 19th September /  
Dydd Iau Medi 19 

 

Friday 20th September /  
Dydd Gwener Medi 20 

 

Week Beginning – Monday 23rd September 2024 /  
Dydd Lun Medi 23 2023 

Week 4 
Wythnos 4 

Monday 23rd September / 
 Dydd Llun Medi 23 

 

Tuesday 24th September /  
Dydd Mawrth Medi 24 

 

Wednesday 25th September /  
Dydd Mercher Medi 25 

Y10+11 GSCE English Trip – Cheltenham 
Y11 Open Evening – 6pm 

Thursday 26th September /  
Dydd Iau Medi 26 

European Day of Languages 

Friday 27th September /  
Dydd Gwener Medi 27 

 

 

 

Key Academic Dates 2024/2025 

 
 
Autumn 2024: 
 
• Start:   Wednesday 4th September 2024 
• Half term:   Monday 28th October 2024 to Friday 1st November 2024 
• End:   Friday 20th December 2024 
 
INSET Days: 

• INSET Day 3: Friday 25th October 2024  
• INSET Day 4: Friday 6th December 2024  

 
 



 
 

General Information 
  
 
Contacting School  
Please refrain from telephoning the school, other than for urgent purposes.  
Email is the preferred means of communication, and all the relevant email addresses are listed on the following page 
to allow you to directly contact either your child ‘subject’ department teacher or their progress teams.  
 
For all general enquiries please email llantwitmajorhs@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk.  
 
Please be reminded that we operate an appointment only system for meetings with parents/carers and if you 
present at school requesting an immediate appointment, we will not be able to accommodate you. 
 
Forgotten Items 
We can no longer accept the delivery of forgotten items such as PE kit, books, lunch boxes etc. during the school 
day.  Please ensure your child arrives at school with the equipment needed for the day.  
In the exceptional case where you do need to bring an item into school for your child, you will be asked to leave it 
with reception located in the school’s main entrance. This is to reduce traffic on to the school site and ensure 
student safety during lesson transitions. 
 
Medication 
Please note we do not stock medication of any kind in school, including paracetamol, and we are not allowed to 
dispense medication without parental consent.  
If your child receives prescribed medication a medical form, available from main Reception to be collected by your 
son/daughter, will be required to be completed and returned to Reception.  
Should your child need medication throughout the school day please ensure they bring only what is needed for that 
day. 
 
 

If your child is in receipt of free school meals and you would like to discuss any aspect of their school life, please 
contact Mrs L Pownall at pownalll@llantwitschool.org.uk 
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Primary Contact - email addresses 

 

Progress Leader Team Email Address 

Progress Leader Yr7 Year7ProgTeam@llantwitschool.org.uk 

Progress Leader Yr8 Year8ProgTeam@llantwitschool.org.uk 

Progress Leader Yr9 Year9ProgTeam@llantwitschool.org.uk 

Progress Leader Yr10 Year10ProgTeam@llantwitschool.org.uk 

Progress Leader Yr11 Year11ProgTeam@llantwitschool.org.uk 

Progress Leader 6th Form Year1213ProgTeam@llantwitschool.org.uk 

 

Department Email Address 

Additional Learning Needs Department     ALN@llantwitschool.org.uk 

Art Department                  ArtDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk 

Business/Careers Department CareersDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk 

Cymraeg Department               CymraegDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk 

D&T Department                                   DTDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk 

English Department                 EnglishDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk 

Geography Department       GeogDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk 

History Department            HistoryDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk 

Home Economics HomeEcDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk 

ICT Department                 ICTDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk 

Maths Department                           MathsDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk 

MFL Department                                       MFLDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk" 

PE Department                    PEDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk 

Performing Arts Department PerformingArtsDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk 

RS Department              RSDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk" 

Science Department            ScienceDepartment@llantwitschool.org.uk 

Welsh Bacc Department       WelshBacc@llantwitschool.org.uk 
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Help and Support Information – outside of school 

 

Schools Essentials Grant/School Uniform 

Welsh Government have informed us that the School Essentials Grant remains open until 31st May 2025. Removing 
barriers to participating in education, including helping families with the cost of the school day, including school 
uniform, is so vital, especially in the current climate.  

Registering as eligible for free school meals with your Local Authority unlocks access to the School Essentials Grant. It 
also means schools get more funding. With the introduction of free school meals for primary pupils, many 
parents/carers do not realise that schools will lose out unless they continue to register as eligible.   

Please click on the link below for more information on both the grant and free school meals: 

https://www.gov.wales/get-help-school-costs     
 

Services and support that help with food costs.  Information on food vouchers and food banks. 

Penarth food pod: 
https://www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk/en/our_council/press_and_communications/latest_news/2022/March/New-
Food-Pod-opens-in-Penarth.aspx 

Vale Food Bank: https://vale.foodbank.org.uk/get-help/foodbank-vouchers/#Vale%20foodbank 

Food Vale: https://foodvale.org/where-can-i-get-support/ 

How to get free or cheap food: https://www.moneysavingexpert.com/shopping/how-to-get-free-or-cheap-food/ 

 

Find information on grants and benefits available to you such as Council Tax Reduction. 

https://www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk/en/living/Cost-of-Living/Grants-and-benefits.aspx 

 

Get help with household and energy bills. 

https://www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk/en/living/Cost-of-Living/Household-and-energy-bills.aspx 
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